
Madhya Pradesh - Bhopal
Madhya Pradesh boasts a rich literary history originating from ancient
Sanskrit scholarship to modern Hindi literature, deeply influenced by

dynasties like the Guptas, Parmars, and Chandelas. The state is historically
significant for producing foundational Hindi poetry, folk traditions in Bundeli,

Bagheli, and Malwi, and pioneering modern patriotic literature 

Devanagari is the official script used for Hindi, which is the primary language
of the state. The region has a strong oral and written tradition in regional

dialects including Bundeli, Bagheli, Malwi, and Nimari.Prehistoric rock
paintings (e.g., Adamgarh) and ancient rock inscriptions indicate early human

communication. Sanskrit dominated the literary scene during ancient and
medieval eras.



Madhya Pradesh was a hub of Sanskrit literature. The legendary poet Kalidasa, known as the
'Shakespeare of India', flourished here (likely in Ujjain), creating masterpieces like
Malavikagnimitram and Meghadutam. Tother significant ancient scholars included

Banabhatta, Bhavbhuti, and Bhartrihari. The region was enriched by devotional poetry and
court literature. The Parmar ruler Raja Bhoj was a renowned scholar. The era also saw the

development of various folk styles.
Writers like Makhanlal Chaturvedi and Subhadra Kumari Chauhan captured the spirit of

nationalism, while Harishankar Parsai used humour to critique society. The state’s literary
heritage is enriched by the works of poets like Nida Fazli and Balkavi Bairagi , whose poetry

resonates with readers for their profound simplicity and universal themes.

The Bhopal Literature & Art Festival (BLF)  is a premier cultural event in Bhopal, organized
by the Society for Culture and Environment, established in 2018. The 8th edition of the

Bhopal Literature & Art Festival (BLF) 2026, a premier literary event in Madhya Pradesh, was
held from January 9–11, 2026, at Bharat Bhavan in Bhopal. It showcases diverse topics like

history, art, and literature through 50+ sessions, alongside other notable regional events
like the Sitamau Literature Festival. 

BLF encourages the glorious traditions and rich history of Central India - stories from the
UNESCO World Heritage sites of Sanchi (close to the Heliodorus Pillar and the Udayagiri

Caves) and Bhimbetka, the enticing and mysterious jungles of Central India, the upsurge of
traditional and contemporary arts

https://www.google.com/search?q=Kalidasa&sca_esv=d2d5b0c2270b4c11&rlz=1C1VDKB_enIN1128IN1128&ei=ZDSlaZPzM5_I5_EP66mMyQE&biw=1366&bih=641&ved=2ahUKEwiw27680YCTAxVXSWwGHYEME_8QgK4QegQIBRAB&uact=5&oq=Script+and+literary+history+of+madhya+pradesh&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiLVNjcmlwdCBhbmQgbGl0ZXJhcnkgaGlzdG9yeSBvZiBtYWRoeWEgcHJhZGVzaDIFEAAY7wUyBRAAGO8FMggQABiABBiiBDIIEAAYgAQYogQyBRAAGO8FSOEtUI4OWL4ecAF4AZABAJgBtgGgAaUNqgEEMC4xMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCCKAC9QjCAgoQABiwAxjWBBhHmAMAiAYBkAYIkgcDMS43oAe8OrIHAzAuN7gH7AjCBwUyLTYuMsgHPIAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&safe=active&ssui=on&mstk=AUtExfDW54d1GFs85rhW9qtoYS0fqcnvwbOD2Km6b_gWGhQXaQuA63ZptYgzlwIGXJ39FlpD2Vzn42fDFapoQOybZr-fTzKphFeFJlAd-tXe4X7IZeItvZKc8RsXTPALeFIxWMU&csui=3
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