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F.No. 1 -6/2025-NAT/PPC
Government of lndia
Ministry of Education

Department of School Education & Literacy

Additional Chief Secretaries/Principal Secretaries/
Secretaries/ Commissioners (School Education), All States & UTs.

The Chairman, Central Board of Secondary Education.

The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan.

The Commissioner, Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti.

Chairman, National lnstitute of Open Schooling.
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Subject: Participation of students in the National Earth Science Olympiad
(NESO) test to be held in January 2026 for the lnternational Earth
Science Olympiad (IESO) 2026 - reg.

Event Date / Window

Registration Uplo zr.linuary,2026

National Level Entrance Test
(NSEESO / ET)

Saturday, 24 January 2026, 10:30 AM (duration
90 minutes)

Training Camp + lndian National
Earth Science Olympiad (INESO)

3-week residential Training Camp during
May/June 2026, followed by INESO exam at the
end of camp.

Pre-departure Training Camp (for
selected students)

After INESO 2026

lnternational Earth
Olympiad (IESO) 2026

Science Date to be announced (host country- ltaly)

130-C, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated the 31"t December, 2025

Sir/Madam,

I am directed to forward a copy of the D.O. letter dated 3rd December, 2025
received from Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES), regarding dissemination
of information and facilitation of student participation in the National Earth Science
Olympiad (NESO) 2026, which serves as the nationallevel selection process for the
lnternational Earth Science Olympiad (IESO) 2026.

2. The important dates of events and the eligibility criteria for the olympiad is as
below: -



Eligibility Criteria :-

. Students currently studying in Classes lX, X, Xl, or Xll (as of August 2026)

. Age: The candidate should not be older than 18 years as on 1st July of
the Olympiad year. They should not be a university/college student at the
time of participation.

. Students who have already participated (or won a medal) in a previous
IESO may be ineligible (as per general IESO eligibility norms).

3. ln this regard, it is requested to encourage participation of students of school
under your State/UT/Organisation in the above said Olympiad and also nominate a
nodal officer who will coordinate with MoES for NESOiIESO. The details of the nodal
Officer may please be shared with MoES.

4. Any clarification regarding the registration may be sought from Dr. Jagvir
Singh, Scientist-G/Adviser (011-24669536, 9868105010, jvsingh.moes@nic.in) and
Dr. Mithila Verma, ScientistE (01 1-24669516, mverma.moes@nic.in).

5. This isuses with the approval of Competant Authority.

Yours faithfully,

\ r,
\P{ r31.12.rnf

(Ajay Kumar)
Under Secretary to the Government of lndia

Tel No. 23381662
Email:- ajay.kr71 @gov.in

Encl: As above.
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SECRETARY
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF EARTH SCIET{CES

PRITHVI STIAWAI{. LOOHI ROAO, NEW DELHI.llOOO3

Dated 03d December, 2025

gflt{ q{i

d. sc. ffif?-{
Dr. M. Ravichandran

D.O.No. MoES/S ecy I I 212025

Dear Shri Sanjay Kumar,

Subject

TS (DAA
Participation ofsecondary & senior secondary students in the National Earth Science

Olympiad (NESO) test to be held on 24th January, 2026 for the Intemational Earth

Science Olympiad (IESO) 2026- regarding'

I sincerely thank you for your support last year, which increased awareness amongst schools and

students about the Ea(h Science Olympiad, [t resulted in significant increased number of participants in

the Olympiad.

The Intemational Earth Scicnce Olympiad (IESO) founded as one of the major activities of the

Intemational Geosciences Education Organization (ICEO) is an annual competition for secondary school

students across the World. The main aim ofthe IESO is to encourage studcnfs interest and awareness of
Earth Sciences (ES) and to enhance teaching/leaming of ES (atmospheric science, ocean science,

geosciences, and polar sciences) at the school level given its increasing importance and relevance to the

society. The IESO aims fu(her to foster friendly relationships among young leamers from different
countries and promote intemational cooperation in exchanging ideas and materials on Earth Sciences.

About 45 countries (including U.S., Germany, Russia, Japan, UK, France, Spain, South Korea, Italy, China,

etc.) panicipate in IESO.

The Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) supporc the National Earth Science Otympiad (NESO) and

IESO in coordination with the Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education (HBCSE). lnitially,25 students

are xlected based on an all-lndia entrance test. These students undergo advanced training for a period of
about four weeks. Finally, four students are selected to reprcsent India in the IESO based on their
performance during the training period. It is my pleasure to mention that students ofour country have

been bringing taurels to the nation by winning medals in IESO. This year, a team of four students won 7
medals (l Cold, 4 Silver, 2 Bronze) in different competitions among teams from countries worldwide in
the I 8m IESO-2025, held in Jining, China, from 8 to l6 August 2025.

MoES will be supponing country's students'team for the forthcoming lgrr'IESO-202,, to be held

in lraly, in August 2026. Ceotogical Society of India (GSI) Bangalore will be facilitating the conduct ofan
all-lndia level Entrance Test (NESO) of ninay minutes on 24'h January 2026 to select students to represent

the country in the IESO. Dr. Jagvir Singh, Scientist4/Adviser (01 I -24669536, 9868105010,

ivsinqh.mois(Ahic. in) and Dr. Mithila Verma, Scientist-E (01 l-24669516, mverma.moes@nic.in) are the

coordinating officers for the activity as detailed on website/s of MoES (www.moes.gov.in)' and GSI
(https ://esi.manageexam.com/)

Tcl.:+91-11-24621t771,21629772 O E-msil :secr.tary@mooi.gov.in

2i

I /6--ll-r-s.:|}..

I

.,J



2

I shall be grateful to you for encouraging the srudents of CBSE schools (Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya, elc.) for national test (NESO) 8nd IESO. You arc also requcsted to please
nominate a nodal officer who car coodinate with the nodal oflicers from MoES for NESO/IESO.

With warm rcgardq

Yours sincerely,

Shri Sanjry Kumar
Secretary,
D/o School Education & Literacy
Ministry of Education
124-C, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi.
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$ Will you be studying in lX, X' Xl E Xll Std in August 2026?

.> Wcr. you born aficr 01-07-2007?

ra would you liko to particiP.tc in thc lntcrnational Eerth scicncc olympaid (lESo) ?

* lf your answ6rs arc YES' you 3hould writG tha Entrenc! TGst'

E}ITRAilCE TEST
An entrance test has be€n scheduled on SaturOay Z{ti Jrn 2026 for 90 minutes at 10.30 am in English.&

Comprising obiectiye type of questions spanning Geology, Geophysics, Meteorology, 0ceanography'

Terrestrial Astronomy and Environmental Science. For syllabus & limited reading materials,

visit https://www. geosocindia.org/index.phplies0

Four-atae.3 ot lE!O: i. Nsuon.t L.val Entr.nc. T.rt (ET), ii. Tr.inine c.mp I lndirn Nrlionil E.rth Scilncc Olympi.d (INESO)

isiraion'ot x1c rour-mrmbcr trlm .ft.r tur.ck trrining ptocr.mm!), iii. Pt -d.pldurc Tr.ining c.mp (1 w.ck)'
iv. P.rlicip.tion in lh! IESO.

TtAlralIG CAIP: Thc 3-waak TriinirE Crmp will bc hald duriog May/Juna 2026.rd will comprilr l.ctur.r, ditcutrionr' dst mining

and pottlr pratGrtalion. Thc INESO will b. hald at th. .nd ol th. camP. Tha lop tour rlud.nl! will bc

doctrrcd aj winncn of t9th INESO. Th. lour winn.n ot INESO will pfftaciptic in lhc IESO (2026) to br hcld in lt ly.

ln th. ric.ntly concludad lEsO-2025 oiganlzcd.t Jlning,

Chln. bctu..n Eth lo l6th Aueu.t 2025,31 counttlc3
p.rticipatad. T.rm lndi. lGpr.tGntld by tour atudcntt:
Rry.nrh Gupt., ChrruYr.t Brin.,
Ap.m t{ldhi Prnd.y, Prly.n.hl Gh.ngr3.

o Centre registration for the Entrance

Test : upto 7rh Jan 2026.

o Student Registration : upto 7h Jan 2026.

o For details visit our website:

https :/lgsi.managoexam.com,
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For detsrlq ot INESO. plese conlacl
P.ol Hcma Achyuthan (Mob. 0S3828,19662) Emarl hachyuthtno(Bgmarl com, Ms Mamelha lMob:7760988131, Emarl gsot,nd@groro.rtdir-on ;

Dr Jagvrr Srngh Mob 9808105010 Emed iv3rngh.moes@nlc rn. 0r Mrlhrla Verma Mob 85E6657757 Eln.rl. mverma.moe{EnE-ln
Helpd..k Eryl'tl Inc.o2026.t.mogmarl.com, Moblle 8i133527950
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Participation of secondary & senior secondary students in the National Earth Science

oivmpho (NESO! test to 6e held on 24th January, 2026 for the lnternationa Earth
l science Olympiad (IESO) 2026 -reg.

Dr llll Ravichandran < secretary@moes.gov in >

Thu 04 Oec 2025 10:35;06 AM +0530

lb "Ms Karwal"<secy.sel@nic'in>

Cc "Dr. Jagvir Singh"<jvsingh.moes@nic.in>,"Mithila Verma"
<mverma.moes@nic.in>

2 Attachment(s)

lnternational Earth Science Oly... Secy-SEL.pdf

Kind Attn: PSO/ Sr. PPS to Secretary, D/o School, Education & Literacy

Sir,

Please find attached a scanned D.O. Letter along with annexures from Dr M

Ravichandran, Secretary MoES
on the above-mentioned subject.

Regards,

Olo Secretary, MoES


