: 1‘_""&1'

St. Mary’s School, Dwarka
Winter Holiday Homework
Class VIII

General Instructions:
1) The work should be done neatly and systematically.
2) The given questions are to be done in your respective subject notebooks.

3) Attempt all questions.

Subject- English

No. of Questions: 5 M.M:25

SECTION A — Reading Comprehension (7 marks)

Q1. Read the following passage.

1.

Animals, unlike humans, are incapable of articulate speech and therefore cannot employ
language in the way humans do. Although many species communicate through cries,
calls, or signals that are understood within their own kind, such forms of communication
differ fundamentally from human speech. Animals rely on a combination of sounds,
body movements, and chemical signals such as scents to convey basic emotions like
fear, aggression, or pleasure; however, these methods lack the structure and depth
characteristic of human language.

Human speech is an exceptionally complex activity that depends on the precise
coordination of multiple biological mechanisms. The production of speech sounds
involves the controlled vibration of the vocal cords and the deliberate adjustment of the
throat, oral cavity, and nasal passages. Furthermore, the synchronised movement of the
lips, teeth, tongue, palate, and lower jaw enables humans to form distinct vowels and
consonants. This high level of physiological coordination is beyond the capacity of
animals, preventing them from producing organised sequences of sounds that function
as sentences.

The inability of animals to speak is also rooted in words themselves. Words are not mere
sounds, but symbolic representations assigned to objects, actions, qualities, and abstract
ideas. For instance, the word ‘bird’ does not simply imitate a sound but serves as a
conceptual label for a living creature, while other words describe its appearance,
behaviour, or the emotions it evokes.

Human language, therefore, involves the use of symbols and the ability to arrange them
logically to express complex thoughts, opinions, and relationships. Such symbolic
thinking requires advanced reasoning and cognitive flexibility—abilities that animals do
not possess. Consequently, animals are unable to manipulate words or concepts to
construct meaningful statements.

In conclusion, although animals communicate through instinctive and limited systems,
they cannot speak because they lack both the physical apparatus required for speech
production and the intellectual capacity to use language symbolically. Speech thus
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remains a uniquely human faculty, reflecting the superior cognitive and communicative
abilities of humankind.

Comparison of Physical and Mental Abilities: Humans vs Animals
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Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the questions given below. (1x7=7)

i. What can be inferred about the primary distinction between human and animal
communication systems? @
a) Animals think complex ideas but cannot express them fully.

b) Human language relies on symbols, unlike animal communication.

c) Animals communicate better through sounds, smells, and movements.

d) Human speech uses symbols and structure, unlike animal communication.

ii. According to the passage, what is the main limitation that prevents animals from
engaging in human-like speech? (1)
a) The absence of vocal cords capable of producing complex sounds.

b) A lack of coordination between mental and physical processes.

¢) An inability to connect words with abstract ideas and symbols.

d) The absence of social systems that require language development.

iii. Complete the sentence. Q)
The complexity of human speech is attributed to the interaction between physical organs such
as the vocal cords and the required to organise and interpret language.

iv. Which of the following assumptions is challenged by the passage? Q)

a) Animals can express emotions like fear and anger through their behaviour.
b) Every system of communication, human or animal, depends on symbols.
¢) The production of speech sounds needs complex and coordinated movements.
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d) Human language goes beyond the simple expression of emotional states.

v. Read the statement and reason, then choose the correct option. Q)
Statement: Animals lack the intellectual capacity to use words as symbols.

Reason: Symbolic representation requires cognitive ability and logical thinking, which
animals do not possess.

a) Both the statement and the reason are true, and the reason explains the statement.

b) Both the statement and the reason are true, but the reason does not explain the statement.
c) The statement is true, but the reason is false.

d) The statement is false, but the reason is true

vi. Find a word from paragraph 2 that is the antonym of ‘ambiguous’. (1)
a) precise

b) distinct

c) deliberate

d) organised

vii. Study the graph carefully. Find two attributes shared by animals but limited in
function when compared to humans from the options given below. (@)
a) throat and tongue

b) vocal cords and mouth

c) tongue and logical thinking

d) tongue and teeth

SECTION B- Writing and Grammar (9 marks)
Q2. You are Amit/Amrita Bose, residing at 78/6G Pune, Maharashtra — 700040. Write a letter in

about 100-120 words to the Editor of The Indian Express expressing concern over the acute
water shortage in your locality. Highlight the difficulties residents face and urge the authorities

to take immediate action. 5)
Q3. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word. (2 x 8=4)
By the time the municipal officials finally responded, a large number of residents (a)
already submitted written complaints, yet neither of the departments (b) willing to
acknowledge responsibility. (c) resident was therefore forced to rely on private water
suppliers, and the authorities (d) have acted sooner to prevent such inconvenience.
The delay not only (e) public frustration but also (f) serious questions
about administrative inefficiency, as the issue () unresolved for several weeks,
causing hardship to those who (h) dependent on regular water supply.

a) i) has ii) had iii) have iv) having

b) i) were ii) are iii) was iv) have been

c) i) Few ii) Each iii) Several iv) Many

d) i) must i) could iii) should iv) might

e) i) increase ii) increased iii) increases iv) increasing

f) 1) raised ii) raises iii) raise iv) raising

g) i) remains ii) remained iii) remain iv) remaining

h) i) are il) were iii) have iv) had
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SECTION C - Literature (9 marks)
Q4. Answer these questions in 30-40 words. (2x2=4)

a) ‘He sees the planet as his fief...’, what does this point of view lead humans to do in the
poem, The Elephant and the Tragopan? What is the consequence for the rest of the
planet?

b) Why has the writer used personification to explain the spread of cholera in the lesson,
The Stolen Bacillus?

Q5. Create a Sherlock Holmes Casebook as a detective investigating the mysterious death of
Sir Charles Baskerville. 5)
Instructions:

e Use A4 sized sheets
e Divide the casebook into 4 parts

1. Brief accounts of key events

2. Character profiles of important figures

3. Significant clues and pieces of evidence

4. Conclude the casebook with a final section in which you present your findings,

explaining the mystery from Sherlock Holmes’s perspective.
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Subject: Hindi
No of Questions -5 MM : 25

et faden—
o fQu o wefl uwsit & Icax fedt ot 3w yfeawr d Gk |
o orf waTe TYQH T WT o A i |
* IYYRHHA TS Ul P Scax Herel fafawe |

yed 1 fsafafda sl & fAdenar 3w dftes - (1x5= 5)
(@) ‘@D & e ®ust aifee | 's@ ag d elig-wn e faQiver o1 ole- @A
dic 87
(Ra) @ fowar ux @@ wer & |ge are @ wlo-wt fpar 87
(a1) Fiveifcifaa erel & ugaa 3uwet site o1 2 3icTe1 Bed foifee-
(i) sreaeer (ii) srgare
(1) Fraetferfaa eret o <ifer e i e wifw -
(i) o1 +3ca (i) emoa
(5) FRefafea amx 3 sfa e -fRes et Gfe-
(1) ® =re1 215 @ & aren
(ii) 2er @ die aor 91 €1 B e B zem B B fore qew <A &

uee 2 fAseifaffa src w6l ue smafia gesil & Jor 25 & 30 @] d difohes-
(2x2=1)

(@) 3 @t §a o ciaw @) U5t & aR I = garRn! TAR Sfidel d U5 @I
I HEced &7

(Ra) clreTr s3setict 307 Us faciardt @t dieclt Bt ft? uis & smar
§CISe |

ues 3 fAefafa wag w6l uw smenfRa uesil @ 3T 25 & 30 eeal & difores-
(2x2=1)
() dlzar it & g @ A @ geae oa 3w da @ s Al
g7
(za) arete =fipwr @ fda aa @1 geilerel dor eial qu dat & foe der
ot eff?

Page 5




ued 4 fAefafda ro geas @ wet w smenfRa ueell @ 3o 25 | 30 v
& difstes- (2x2=1)

(®) aemerd & 3wen sifder sucer fdd Rar s setwn sifder sucer oo en?
(@) FeTed gay o TR ® aen weer G 7

ueel 5 (o) ‘Pa-der govsd, e 50 ud 3 vo Yeoe—ar Aame dux
it | (ax1=1)

(za) srusit-31uett Haisit & faver & sard swEr siv eEnd & v g aada
oI 70 A 80 <] 9 Hak @ wq J foifde | (ax1=3)
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Subject- Sanskrit

No of Questions — 5 M.M.- 25
ey fader -

1 HAYISH, YLSTEII9, Icava], TeRde] dalerR! Yaoriel forad |
2 HAWISH, YLSTIoIH, Icaiedl, Safared, foad |
3 DRI waTed, YU <, od o forad |

ueel 1 Uocd Y qeal AR Yacd 2ISIeld, AeRIa dcdlfy argenfa wedga
frma — (1xa=1)

W_ q&ﬂ'aaﬁ’aqg’m!aﬁ’w !W!W!msaﬁs
yasfa ,svifden |

yee 2 seiffRd o #roprm sHauafd fRar Roawemea waas (1x4=1)
5T - 3MUVIE, , cad, , PGH , Irerd

yeflas - 3184 [2]............ STCBIfa |
Har - uefla! eae1 fdereier smuor [3] ?
goftas- i , 3189 clRaetial [4] sTolfd |
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ued 3 g1 yeetenet Scawifvl sfia faweue A foaa | (1x3=3)
(®) g wuf fAaa —
(1) ‘of eng- fafefcior e, veer yews, voawe sfda wuel foer emafa”?

(@) omda () o1de (e1) a1dare]
(i) ‘@ G- ¢l cIoRs, Jcdd Tews, fgade sfkid wudl fda erafa?
(®) wiifa (@) ok (e1) @
(ili) ‘s e1g- wlie, cldres, JAIdl JwNs, Uhadel 3fdd wudl fbel amafa’
(®) swae () soo™ () s
() == wufol faa (1x3=3)
() o o Wt R, SgaeR SR wuw R et 7
() otz (@) erdioarma] (e1) srcierrer
(ii) ‘srore e fgdflen fquifaas, voaasl sfia wud foe safad 7
(®) = (7a) 3rREIRL (e1) aere
(iii) ‘gt ores wieaeht [eifaas, ebaasl sfia wue fdel safad 7
(®) e () et (e1) afer
yeet 4 (%) sreifAfaaesy 3fid s wee i Rea weenfa qwea —
(1x3=3)
(1) @ 3erem &afd@ .o AWoIcl aafe |
() et (@) aa (e1) a=
(1) o HA URlet 31l |
(®) 3m (@) & (a1) 2
(iii) RCTErE: JABE ............... Tcllod |
() =t (@) cftaar (e1) @

() seifafRdy Rrawercy yofd ywr @Rz sfa g, feade e

Raa zemenfa yzara— (1x3=3)
(i) aEm® ............ (amQ + @) gHeeR ofafe |

(@) emacar (a) enfaear (1) emarer
(i1) Freer: faamerRId .. ......... (st st o) wstésier areefa |

(@) d@ar (@) 3w (e1) getemr
(iii) BEE ............ (& + A ) YRABICRIH Bl |

) W (m) wogn  (m) dEg
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ued 5(®) Y@ifda gad smyca yee fAdflears -
(1) Frefgar eoni weeid srperdle aoiel wad |
(ii) =nfecereaeten sifa wfast s |
(iii) s1ey=r el arc aid |
(@) smifofce e sefer forma —
wAfdeilca, , 3G
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Subject- Mathematics
No of Questions — 5 M.M.- 25

Q1. a) If selling price of an article is X 5460 after a discount of X 250. What is the
marked price of the article ? (D)

b). Rahim bought an air purifier for T 9900 including GST of 10%. Find the
price of air purifier before GST was added. (2)
Q2. a) Express i) 7600 cm? as m> . (1)

ii ) 100 mm? as cm? .
b) What is the height of a rhombus whose diagonals are of length 9 cm and

12cm and base is 6¢cm ? (1.5)

c) If the area of a trapezium field is 960 squaremetres, the distance between two

parallel sides is 30 m and one of the parallel side is 20 m, then what will be

length of the other parallel side ? (1.5)
Q3. Factorise the following algebraic expressions : (2x 5=10)
a) 3z>- 4z- 15 b) a® — 2ab + b*>— ¢?
¢)25m?+30m +9 d) 3xy—-6x+4y -8
e) p*— 81
Q4. a) Add: (7xy + 5yz -3zx) , (4yz + 9zx -4y) and (-3zx +5x -2xy ) (1)
b) Subtract : 4a -6ab + 4b + 12 from 7b — 8a + 4ab — 8 (1)
¢) Divide : 3pq (64 p*—81g>) by (8p—9q) 2)
Q5. a) Simplify: x*(x —3y? )—xy( y*> - 2xy ) — x( y* - 5y?). )

b) Find the perimeter of a rectangle whose adjacent sides are (3x — 5y) and

( - 7x + 11y) . Evaluate the perimeter when x =2 and y = 4. (2)
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Subject- Science

No of Questions — 5 M.M.- 25

Q1. During a school sports day, a student notices a rope tied to a tree and a pole is moving back
and forth repeatedly when pulled and released. On careful observation, the rope completes 24
oscillations in 12 seconds. At the same time, students hear two sounds from a whistle—one is
loud but low-pitched, and the other is soft but high-pitched. Based on this situation, answer the
following questions:

(a) Using the given data, 3)
(1) Calculate the time period.
(i1) Calculate the frequency.

(b) Analyse the two sounds produced by the whistle and explain: 2)
(1) How does loudness differ from shrillness?
(i1) Which characteristic of a sound wave is responsible for each?

Represent two sound waves to support your answer.

Q2. A student places an uncharged metal rod on an insulating stand. He then brings a
positively charged conductor close to the metal rod without touching it. Based on the above
situation, answer the following: (1+1+1+42=5)

(a) State the method of charging involved in this process.

(b) What kind of charge is developed at the end of the metal rod nearer to the positively
charged conductor?

(c) What kind of charge is developed on the farther end of the metal rod?

(d) Explain why the metal rod acquires charges even though it was initially uncharged?

Q3. A city located near a tectonic plate boundary experienced a strong earthquake early in the
morning. Many buildings collapsed, roads developed deep cracks, and electric poles fell.
People living in old, poorly constructed houses suffered more damage compared to those in
earthquake-resistant buildings. After the earthquake, several aftershocks were also felt, causing
panic among the residents. 5)

Based on the above case study, answer the following questions:

(a) Identify the main cause of earthquake.

(b) Name the point inside the Earth where the earthquake originates. Explain with a diagram.
(c) Why did earthquake-resistant buildings suffer less damage during the earthquake?

(d) What are aftershocks and why do they occur?

(e) Mention two safety measure that should be followed during an earthquake.

Q4. The human body has different types of glands that help in regulation and coordination. A
student studies two glands, Gland A and Gland B.

e (Gland A releases its secretions through ducts to a specific site where they act.
e (Gland B releases its secretions directly into the bloodstream and affects distant target
organs.
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External environment External environment

Gland A Gland B

Based on the given information, answer the following: (%)

(a) Identify Gland A and Gland B.
(b) State two differences between Glands A and Gland B based on their:

(1) mode of secretion
(ii) area of action
(ii1) presence of duct
(c) Give one example of an endocrine gland and one example of an exocrine gland in the

human body.
(d) Mention one function of each gland mentioned in part (c).

Q5. Two human reproductive cells involved in sexual reproduction are shown in the diagram
below. (%)

(a) Identify and name both the reproductive cells.
(b) Based on your understanding of their structure and function, compare these two cells by
stating any four differences related to:
(1) shape
(i1) motility
(111) number produced
(iv) function
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Subject: Social Science

HISTORY

Q1. Why was Tipu Sultan called as the ‘Tiger of Mysore’?
Q2. Mention the states annexed by the British under the policy of Doctrine of Lapse’.
Q3. Make a G.O. of the tribal revolts and explain any three of them in short.

1
3

Q4. What are the key government documents and official records that shed light on modern

political history?
Q5. On the political map of India locate and label two trading centres of the English,
French.

CIVICS
Q1. Enumerate one point of difference between civil and criminal cases.
Q2. What are Fundamental Rights?
Q3. List the different provisions initiated by the Constitution of India to discourage the
practice of manual scavenging.
Q4. Mention any three points of difference between Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha.
Q5. Mention the conditions under which the President can impose an emergency.

GEOGRAPHY

Q1. How is alluvial soil classified?

Q2. State any four industrial regions of India.

Q3. Distinguish between the agricultural practices in the developing countries and the
developed countries.

Q4. Elucidate any three causes for the uneven distribution of population in the world?

3

2
3

Q5. What are the population pyramids? How do they help in understanding the population of

a country?
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Subject: Computer Science
No. of questions: 5 M.M. 25

Answer the following questions: -

Q1. Categorize the following as AR for (Augmented Reality) and VR for (Virtual Reality).

72 x3=1"
1) ‘ | i)
Q2. Identify and name the following SDG Goals. Y2 x3=1"%
| ii) iii)
Q3. Write the full form of the following. V2 x4=2
a) ML b) RPA c) Al d) MR
Q4. Answer the following questions. 2x5=10

a) What is robotics?

b) What is 3D printing. Give any two 3D printed objects.

c) Define the following. i) Edge Computing  ii) Internet of Things

d) Expand and define the term SDG.

e) Mention any one aim for the following SDG Goals. 1) SDG 3 i1) SDG 4

Q5. a) Using for loop, write the Python program for the following: - 2x5=10
1) to print the table for any number entered by the user
i1) to print the pattern given below.

@@@@
@e@
@@

@
iii) to print the odd numbers 1,2,3,7,9,11,15,17.

b) Using while loop, write the Python program for the following: -
1v) to print the number series from 1 to 10.

v) to print the message "Trending Technologies" seven times.

Note: - Paste the snip of the program code and the output window after each program.
Upload the pdf of the practical on Microsoft Teams.
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Subject: Elementary Math

No. of questions: 5 M.M. 25
Q1) Fill in the blanks: 4)

a) When two sides of a triangle are not equal, the triangle is called
b) To convert higher unit to lower unit, we

c) The first two multiples of 27 are

d) Ifthe selling price is more than the cost price, there will be

e) Twice of the radius is called

Q2) Do as directed: (2.5+2.5)

a) Divide the successor of 6499 by 13.
b) Find the sum of : 27 rupees 36 paise, 63 rupees and 23 rupees 42 paise

Q3) a) Manya bought a bag for X 759.63 and sold it to Pari for X 865.05
. How much money did she earn? (2+2+2)

b) 2800 kg. potatoes are put into bags. Each bag holds 70 kg. How many bags are
required ?

¢) A cat has 5 kittens each weighing 0.8 kg. What is the total weight of all kittens?

Q4) Name the points which are: 4

a) Inside the circle

b) Outside the circle

¢) On the circle

d) Center point of the circle

«D

G P

w
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Q5) The sale of books in a shop in 6 months is as given below: (2+1.5+1.5)
January - X 18000
February - 16000

March - 326000
April - 267000
May - 343000
June - 343000

a) Find the average monthly sale.
b) In which months was the sale more than the average sale.
¢) In how many months was the sale less than the average sale.
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