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SECTION 1-TECH BUZZ

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Lenovo f\ .

Lenovo Unveils Al for All

Lenovo has showcased its latest advancements in Al technology, emphasizing its commitment to
creating inclusive solutions for individuals and organizations of all sizes. The announcement was
made at Tech World, Lenovo's annual global innovation event held in Austin, Texas. At this
event, Lenovo revealed its ambitious vision of 'Al for All', demonstrating a comprehensive range
of Al capabilities designed to transform various aspects of our lives and industries.

e This year's Tech World event marked the 9th edition and highlighted Lenovo's efforts to
leverage the power of Al for intelligent transformation across different sectors, from
personal devices to cloud-based solutions.

e Lenovo emphasized the importance of a hybrid Al approach, where public, private, and
personal foundation models coexist to enable Al for everyone. This approach ensures
data security and user privacy, allowing Lenovo Al to operate securely within devices or
on on-premises servers, learning from individual users or proprietary enterprise data
without compromising sensitive information.

e Lenovo's Chairman and CEO, Yuanging Yang, emphasized the company's commitment
to delivering cutting-edge Al technology to organizations worldwide. He shared Lenovo's




innovative vision of providing personalized, tailored Al solutions while safeguarding user
privacy and data security.

Yang also celebrated Lenovo's strategic partnerships with key leaders in the Al field,
including NVIDIA, AMD, Microsoft, Qualcomm, and Intel, highlighting their
collaborative efforts in advancing Al technologies.

Lenovo's collaboration with AMD was a key focus, with AMD's Chair and CEO, Dr. Lisa
Su, highlighting their joint efforts in developing Al-optimized solutions across Lenovo's
PC and data center portfolio. Microsoft's Chairman and CEO, Satya Nadella, emphasized
the importance of their partnership with Lenovo, emphasizing their commitment to
helping organizations adapt and thrive in the Al-driven era.

In terms of technology, Lenovo unveiled its next generation of Al-ready and Al-
optimized infrastructure, designed to bring powerful, scalable, and energy-efficient Al
solutions to customers worldwide. This hybrid Al approach enables businesses to unlock
the potential of their data, extending Al capabilities beyond the cloud and delivering real-
time solutions at the far edge. Lenovo also announced an expanded partnership with
NVIDIA, focusing on generative Al and delivering integrated systems for Al-powered
computing from the edge to the cloud.

Lenovo showcased several Al-powered devices and features, including the concept of a
future Al PC designed to enhance productivity, streamline workflows, and ensure data
security. The company also introduced the Personal Al Twin, an Al assistant solution that
utilizes personalized and private inferencing models to protect user data and privacy.
Furthermore, Lenovo demonstrated innovative concepts such as a smartphone adaptive
display that can be shaped according to users' needs and updates to the Al-powered
motion capture project, Project Chronos. Lenovo's focus on smart solutions was evident
in its introduction of the Enterprise Al Twin, designed to provide in-depth knowledge
about enterprises while ensuring data privacy and security. This technology can be
applied to various scenarios, including travel planning and supply chain management.
Throughout the event, Lenovo's leaders reiterated their vision of a hybrid Al ecosystem,
where public, private, and personal foundation models work together to empower Al
applications across cloud, edge, and devices. The company emphasized its commitment
to innovation and collaboration with partners, aiming to lead the transformative shift in
the industry towards comprehensive and connected Al-enabled solutions for consumers
and businesses alike.

Al Vulnerabilities and Solutions

Researchers from the University of Sheffield's Department of Computer Science have discovered
that Artificial Intelligence (Al) tools, like ChatGPT, can be manipulated to generate malicious
code capable of launching cyber attacks.

Generative Al tools, including ChatGPT, can create content based on user prompts and
are expected to have a significant impact on various sectors such as industry, education,
and healthcare. However, this study revealed vulnerabilities in these tools. The
researchers demonstrated that they could trick chatbots into assisting in stealing sensitive




information, tampering with or destroying databases, and launching denial-of-service
attacks.

The study identified vulnerabilities in six commercial Al tools, with ChatGPT being the
most prominent among them. On the Chinese platform Baidu-Unit, researchers used
malicious code to access confidential Baidu server configurations and tamper with a
server node. Baidu acknowledged and resolved the issues reported by the researchers,
rewarding them financially for their efforts.

Xutan Peng, a PhD student at the University of Sheffield and co-leader of the research,
emphasized the lack of awareness among companies about these threats. He highlighted
that ChatGPT, currently gaining widespread attention, could produce malicious code that
could seriously damage other services, even though the risks to the ChatGPT service
itself are minimal.

The researchers also cautioned against using Al to learn programming languages, as
individuals might inadvertently create harmful code. Peng explained that as more people
utilize Al tools like ChatGPT for productivity tasks, vulnerabilities become apparent. For
example, a nurse asking ChatGPT to write an SQL command for database interaction
might unknowingly create code that could severely disrupt data management without
receiving a warning.

In response to these concerns, the UK government is hosting an Al Safety Summit to
bring together global leaders and industry experts to discuss the opportunities and safety
challenges associated with artificial intelligence. This summit aims to address the
growing concerns about the security of Al technologies as they become more integrated
into various aspects of daily life.

GenAl Surpassing Human Abilities

London based Arthur D. Little's Blue Shift Institute has recently released a groundbreaking
report titled "Generative Artificial Intelligence: Towards a New Civilization?" shedding light on
the immense impact of Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Generative Al (GenAl) on various sectors.
Contrary to popular belief, current GenAl tools like ChatGPT represent only a fraction of the
extensive Al capabilities that are rapidly advancing.

The report, developed through in-depth research involving 150 international experts,
showcases that Generative Al models consistently match or even surpass human
performance in tasks such as language comprehension, inference, and text
summarization.

Beyond the well-known applications of chatbots and text generation, the report reveals
that GenAl will revolutionize numerous corporate intellectual tasks currently handled by
humans. This transformation will affect a wide array of industries, starting with basic
applications like marketing content generation and customer support.

GenAl's influence will progressively extend to more complex areas like financial
decision-making and eventually culminate in highly integrated domains such as industrial
process automation. Astonishingly, despite the evident transformative potential, only
around 50% of organizations have taken steps to invest in or hire for GenAl-related
initiatives, indicating a surprising lack of preparedness among businesses.




The report also delves into critical uncertainties surrounding GenAl and Al in general.
Regulatory changes stand out as the most urgent concern, but uncertainties related to the
quality and scalability of Generative Al, and its possible evolution towards Artificial
General Intelligence (AGI) —an Al surpassing human abilities across various tasks — pose
significant unknowns.

The emergence of AGI, if and when it happens, could usher in a revolutionary shift in
civilization. While consensus on AGI's timeline remains elusive, an increasing portion of
the scientific community suggests that AGI might emerge sooner than previously
anticipated, potentially within months or years, rather than decades.

Dr. Albert Meige, the Global Director of Blue Shift at Arthur D. Little, emphasizes the
transformative power of GenAl, going beyond the familiar tools like ChatGPT.

He stresses the disruptive potential of GenAl, underlining that it represents a small
fraction of what GenAl is capable of and that its transformative possibilities are
monumental for society as a whole. The report, titled "Towards a New Civilization?",
encapsulates these key conclusions, emphasizing the vast potential and transformational
impact that GenAl holds for humanity.

TECHNOLOGY

Huawei Unveils Cutting-Edge Early Fire Detection System

Huawei, in collaboration with the startup PROBOTEK, recently unveiled its cutting-edge early
fire detection system in Nicosia, the capital of Cyprus. This innovative solution, operating on
Cyta's advanced 5G network, has been deployed in Athalassa Park as part of Huawei's ambitious
"Smart & Green Village™ initiative. The launch event, held on October 19, showcased the
system'’s features and capabilities.

Addressing the audience, Mr. Andreas Christou, Vice General Manager of Cyprus Forest
Department, spoke on behalf of key figures including President Nikos Christodoulidis,
Minister of Agriculture Petros Xenofontos, and Forest Department General Manager
Charalambos Alexandrou. Christou praised Huawei's active role in safeguarding forests
and natural environments from fires. He emphasized the significance of private sector
initiatives, highlighting the importance of Huawei's "Smart & Green Village™" program in
this context.

The heart of Huawei's initiative lies in its innovative fire detection drone, as explained by
Deputy Minister of Research, Innovation, and Digital Policy, Mr. Philippos
Hadjizaharias. This drone, equipped with artificial intelligence technology, plays a
crucial role in preventing and responding promptly to fires in semi-mountainous and
mountainous regions.

Enhanced by Cyta's upgraded network coverage, the drone operates with heightened
reliability, ensuring real-time data transmission and efficient drone operations.
Hadjizaharias stressed that such initiatives align with the national strategy for developing
smart cities in Cyprus, utilizing technology and innovation to enhance citizens' quality of
life.




e Cyta's Chief Commercial Officer, Mr. George Metzakis, highlighted the pivotal role of
Cyta's 5G network in enabling Huawei's wildfire detection project. The high-speed, low-
latency connectivity provided by Cyta's network is essential for real-time data
transmission and seamless drone operations.

e Metzakis expressed Cyta's enthusiasm for being at the forefront of transformative 5G
technology, which has the potential to revolutionize emergency response and power
smart cities, ultimately improving the lives of citizens.

e Radoslaw Kedzia, Vice President of Huawei European Region, emphasized Huawei's
commitment to harmonizing technology with nature. He stressed the integration of digital
technologies such as Al, Cloud, and 5G across various industries, promoting digital
transformation and sustainable socio-economic development for society at large.

e The event, conducted in collaboration with Darwin's Circle under the theme "Vienna
Tech for Green Initiative," emphasized the vital role of technology in fostering
sustainability. Mr. Nikolaus Pelinka, the founder of Darwin's Circle, underscored the
significance of technology and innovation in creating a sustainable and green future.

e He praised Huawei and their longstanding partnership, highlighting their joint efforts in
establishing the Vienna Tech4Green Initiative. This initiative focuses on the pivotal role
of new technologies in reducing carbon emissions, preserving the environment, and
building a better world for future generations.

AUTOMATION

Rockwell Automation SPS 2023

Rockwell Automation Inc., the world's foremost company specializing in industrial automation
and digital transformation, is set to unveil its state-of-the-art technology and solutions at SPS
2023, scheduled from November 14-16 in Nuremberg, Germany.

e Atthe event, Rockwell will present its extensive array of intelligent devices and software
solutions tailored for the manufacturing sector. Rockwell Automation SPS designed for
intelligent management of industrial edge devices and applications; and an impressive
model from OTTO Motors showcasing how autonomous mobile robots can revolutionize
lean manufacturing by connecting work cells and efficiently moving materials within
facilities.

e Additionally, Rockwell will showcase ArmorKinetix Distributed Servo Drives, a modular
and expandable solution for motion control requirements, as well as ArmorBlock 5000™
I-O, featuring the Bulletin 5032 10-Link, and the advanced Stratix® 5200 fully managed
switch.

e Buyers can explore a diverse range of other solutions, including Plex MES, augmented
reality, and artificial intelligence technologies, along with security solutions.

e Uwe Keiter, OEM Director and Managing Director Germany at Rockwell Automation,
emphasized, "Within Rockwell's comprehensive offerings, these solutions play a pivotal
role in assisting companies to achieve and expedite their digital transformation goals,
leading to enhanced business outcomes. They not only boost productivity but also
empower individuals, promote sustainability, and enhance resilience."”




Jan VVan Den Bossche, EMEA Regional Vice President, Technology, and Domain
Expertise at Rockwell Automation, highlighted the significance of integrating data,
technology, and domain expertise throughout the entire process, from design to seamless
operations and predictive maintenance.

He emphasized that these solutions support machine builders and end customers across
diverse industries, enabling smarter and more efficient manufacturing. The primary
objective is to enhance customer productivity, while simultaneously fostering
sustainability, flexibility, and safety in production processes.

Rockwell Automation, headquartered in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is a global leader
dedicated to industrial automation and digital transformation. With a team of
approximately 28,000 experts operating in over 100 countries, the company connects
human creativity with technological potential, making the world more productive and
sustainable.

Augmented Analytics

Augmented Analytics Empowers Businesses
Augmented analytics, leveraging the power of machine learning and natural language
processing, is revolutionizing data analytics, data exchange, and business intelligence processes.

One of the pivotal advantages of augmented analytics for businesses is its ability to
enhance decision-making, improve data accessibility, and foster company agility. This
innovative approach has become the cornerstone of modern business intelligence
solutions.

Enhancing Business Agility Through Augmented Analytics: For businesses striving to
become data-driven, obtaining high-quality data is essential. However, locating reliable
data sources can be a daunting task. Supply chain organizations, for instance, often
grapple with fragmented data sources, leading to lengthy periods spent cleansing
transactional data. Augmented analytics streamlines this process, enabling organizations
to swiftly transition into data-driven entities.

Expanding Access to Analytics Effortlessly: Augmented analytics also significantly
improves user-friendliness. In the past, limitations in data accessibility were common.
For example, only financial planning and accounting teams might have had access to
analytics, leaving out crucial departments like order management. Augmented analytics
breaks down these barriers, allowing diverse teams to utilize data effectively. This
inclusivity not only enhances internal operations but also boosts customer satisfaction
across various delivery channels.

Empowering Better, Data-Driven Decisions: A study conducted in 2021 by RevealBl
revealed that 41% of businesses experienced a surge in demand for data and analytics
access. Augmented analytics played a pivotal role in fulfilling this demand, enabling
users to make informed, data-driven decisions. By simplifying complex data sets and
providing actionable insights, augmented analytics empowers users across organizations
to harness the power of data for strategic decision-making.

Accelerating Decision-Making Processes: Augmented analytics has revolutionized
decision-making by eliminating tedious tasks that were once manual chores. Tasks such




as organizing data into tables for reporting, which consumed significant time and effort,
are now automated. This automation not only speeds up decision-making processes but
also allows employees to focus on interpreting insights and deriving valuable conclusions
from the data.

Streamlining Operations and Reducing Costs: By combining artificial intelligence and
machine learning, augmented analytics completely automates data processing. Unlike
traditional methods that relied on human intervention to review, clean, and organize data,
augmented analytics handles these tasks autonomously. This automation not only
enhances accuracy but also significantly reduces operational costs. Businesses can
allocate resources more efficiently, leading to substantial savings in both time and
money.

In summary, augmented analytics is reshaping the landscape of data analytics and
business intelligence. By enhancing accessibility, promoting data-driven decision-
making, and automating labour-intensive tasks, it is empowering businesses to thrive in
the era of data-driven insights.

SECTION 2 - GLOBAL INFO
EUROPE

SPAIN

Spain's Socialist party and the hard-left Sumar have announced a coalition government
agreement, marking a significant milestone in the efforts to reappoint acting Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez for another term.

The country has been in political uncertainty following a inconclusive general election in
July, where the conservative Popular Party (PP) emerged victorious but lacked sufficient
support to form a government. In the aftermath, PP leader Alberto Nunez Feijoo failed to
secure a crucial parliamentary vote for the prime ministerial position.

In this context, Sanchez, whose Socialists came in second, now stands a chance to lead
again. Sumar's support is vital, although not sufficient on its own to guarantee a
successful confidence vote in the lower house of parliament. To secure his position, the
Socialist premier, in office since 2018, still requires the support of smaller regional
parties in parliament, notably the Catalan separatists JxCat and their more moderate
counterparts ERC.

Following the agreement signing ceremony in Madrid, where Sanchez and Sumar leader
Yolanda Diaz formalized their collaboration, Sanchez expressed confidence in their
ability to govern: "We have governed for five years, and we will continue to do so for
four more years."




ASIA

CHINA

China's top leadership underwent a significant reshuffle, according to state media reports, with
Defence Minister Li Shangfu and former Foreign Minister Qin Gang being removed from the
cabinet.

This move followed months of speculation regarding changes in China's cabinet,
especially after Qin's abrupt removal from office without explanation in July and Li's
absence from the public eye for several months.

Both Qin and Li were believed to have been handpicked by President Xi Jinping for their
respective roles, making their removals notable.

The announcement of their removals was made by state broadcaster CCTV during its
regular evening bulletin on Tuesday. However, the specific reasons behind their removals
were not disclosed.

Notably, no successor for Li as defence minister was announced, adding an air of
uncertainty to the situation.

Earlier reports had suggested that the US government suspected Li to be under
investigation and had relieved him of his ministerial duties. However, China had
refrained from commenting on these allegations, maintaining silence on the matter.

INDONESIA

The candidates for the upcoming Indonesian presidential election have been finalized, marking a
significant moment in the country's political landscape. Among the contenders, septuagenarian
former special forces general Prabowo Subianto and his running mate, President Joko Widodo's
son, are viewed as the frontrunners in this race.

On February 14, nearly 205 million eligible voters will have the opportunity to cast their
ballots and choose the successor to President Joko Widodo, fondly known as Jokowi, as
he completes his maximum two terms leading Southeast Asia's largest economy.

Before the midnight deadline on Wednesday, three candidates officially declared their
candidacy for the presidency. These candidates include defence minister Subianto, former
governor of Central Java Ganjar Pranowo, and former governor of Jakarta Anies
Baswedan.

Accompanied by supporters and a marching band, Subianto and Widodo's son, Gibran
Rakabuming Raka, made their way to the election commission on Wednesday. Both
donned baby blue shirts, having just attended a concert that drew tens of thousands at a
central Jakarta arena.

During this event, Subianto expressed the importance of this moment in Indonesian
history, stating, “"We ask for the blessing from all Indonesians. We are now facing a very
important point in the history of Indonesia. We are at a point where we can rise and
become a great Indonesia... an Indonesia where natural resources are utilized optimally
for all.”




MIDDLE EAST

GAZA STRIP

The United Nations agency responsible for Palestinian refugees, UNRWA, issued a dire warning
on Wednesday, stating that its aid operations in the conflict-stricken Gaza Strip could come to a
halt due to dwindling fuel supplies. After enduring 18 days of intense Israeli airstrikes and facing
a near-total blockade by land, sea, and air, the agency revealed that their operations were on the
verge of collapse.

e UNRWA, which assists 600,000 displaced Gazans, emphasized the urgent need for fuel
to sustain their operations. Without immediate replenishment of fuel stocks, the agency
stated that they would be compelled to cease their activities in Gaza.

e The Israeli military launched an offensive against Gaza in response to an unprecedented
cross-border attack by Hamas militants on October 7th. This ongoing conflict has raised
concerns globally, prompting calls for a humanitarian "pause” in the fighting.

e Amidst these developments, French President Emmanuel Macron, during his visit to
Israel following the October 7 attacks, advocated for the inclusion of Palestinian militant
group Hamas in the targets of an international coalition combating the Islamic State
group.

e Additionally, Macron emphasized the necessity of a decisive revitalization of the Middle
East peace process. He held discussions with Israeli leaders, who are preparing for a
potential ground invasion of the Gaza Strip with the stated objective of ousting Hamas
from power.

SECTION 3 - MIXED BAG

HEALTH

Eye Screening Concerns
Researchers have raised concerns about extending the interval for eye screenings in diabetic
individuals from annually to biennially, potentially increasing the risk of blindness.

e Diabetic retinopathy, a complication of both type 1 and type 2 diabetes caused by
elevated blood sugar levels damaging the back of the eye, requires early intervention to
prevent sight loss.

e In England, since 2003, diabetics aged 12 and above have been screened for eye
problems. However, recent guidelines allow for screenings every two years for those with
no signs of diabetic retinopathy in two consecutive tests, while higher-risk individuals
will be screened more frequently. Researchers from Moorfields Eye Hospital expressed
uncertainties about the impact of this change.




They studied 82,782 diabetes patients in northeast London screened between 2012 and
2021, finding that delaying screenings to two years would have postponed diagnoses by a
year for a significant percentage of patients with sight-threatening disease.

The study also revealed disparities, including lower rates of sight-threatening diabetic eye
disease in men compared to women and higher rates in type 1 diabetes patients compared
to type 2 diabetes patients.

Black individuals were 121% more likely to develop a severe form of the condition than
white individuals. The researchers advocated for a review of the NHS diabetic eye
screening program to consider differential impacts on various population subgroups.
They suggested monitoring service delivery changes and addressing disparities based on
age and ethnicity.

The researchers also proposed adopting artificial intelligence (Al) to cope with the
demand for screenings.

In response, the Department of Health and Social Care defended the decision, citing
evidence supporting biennial screenings for individuals showing no signs of diabetic
retinopathy. They stated that this change, already implemented in other parts of the UK,
would reduce unnecessary appointments for low-risk diabetic individuals and enhance the
overall service offered by the NHS.

SPACE

China's Youngest Astronaut Crew

China is set to send its youngest-ever crew of astronauts to the Tiangong space station this week,
marking a significant milestone in Beijing's ambitious space program. The mission reflects
China's determination to achieve a manned mission to the Moon by the end of the decade, a goal
that has been accelerated under President Xi Jinping's leadership.

The Tiangong space station stands as the centerpiece of China's space endeavors, which
have also included successful missions to Mars and the Moon, making China the third
country to send humans into orbit. The station is consistently crewed by teams of three
astronauts, who are rotated out every six months to ensure the station's continuous
operation.

The upcoming mission, named Shenzhou-17, is scheduled to launch from the Jiuguan
launch site in China’s arid northwest at 11:14 am (0314 GMT) Thursday. What makes
this mission remarkable is the crew's composition — it comprises the youngest average
age of astronauts since the initiation of the space station construction mission.

The trio, led by Tang Hongbo, includes Tang Shengjie and Jiang Xinlin, all in their
thirties, making their maiden voyages into space. Tang Hongbo, expressing his
excitement, stated, "The space station is our other home that takes us away from Earth
and into the universe."”

The Shenzhou-17 spacecraft will autonomously conduct rendezvous and docking
procedures after entering orbit, aiming to dock with the station's core module
approximately six-and-a-half hours after initiating the procedure. The mission signifies




China's commitment to advancing its space capabilities and contributing to space
exploration on an international scale.

Under President Xi Jinping's leadership, China's space ambitions have received
significant funding, propelling the nation's space program forward in an effort to catch up
with established space powers like the United States and Russia. Recent successes,
including the landing of the Chang'e-4 on the far side of the Moon and the retrieval of
lunar samples by the Chang'e-5 mission, have bolstered China's reputation in the global
space community.

Looking ahead, China remains steadfast in its lunar aspirations, aiming to send a crewed
mission to the Moon by 2030 and planning to establish a base on the lunar surface.
Despite setbacks, such as the 2017 failure of the Long March-5 Y2 rocket, China has
persevered, demonstrating its commitment to pushing the boundaries of space
exploration.

The Tiangong space station, often referred to as the "heavenly palace,” represents a
significant achievement for China. It is equipped with state-of-the-art scientific
instruments, including the world's first space-based cold atomic clock system,
showcasing China's dedication to advancing scientific research in space. The station is
expected to remain in low Earth orbit, circling the planet at altitudes between 400 and
450 kilometers (250 and 280 miles), for at least a decade.

EVOLUTION

‘Frozen in time' landscape discovered under Antarctic ice

Scientists have made a remarkable discovery beneath the icy expanse of Antarctica: a vast,
ancient landscape of hills and valleys shaped by ancient rivers, frozen in time for millions of
years. This hidden terrain, larger than Belgium, has remained untouched for an estimated 34
million years, preserved under the Antarctic ice.

Researchers from the UK's Durham University and their American counterparts revealed
their findings, emphasizing the potential threat posed by human-induced global warming,
which could expose this hidden world.

Lead author of the study, glaciologist Stewart Jamieson, expressed the excitement of
finding an "undiscovered landscape™ that had been hiding in plain sight. The researchers
employed a novel approach, utilizing existing satellite images of the surface to map out
the valleys and ridges located more than two kilometers (1.6 miles) beneath the ice.

By combining these images with radio-echo sounding data, they unveiled a landscape of
plunging valleys and sharp hills, resembling some of Earth's current surface features.
Jamieson compared the experience to looking out of an airplane window and seeing a
mountainous region below, likening it to the Snowdonia area in northern Wales.

This vast area, spanning 32,000 square kilometers (12,000 square miles), was once
teeming with life, including trees, forests, and various animals. However, the arrival of
ice preserved this ancient ecosystem in a suspended state.




e Determining when this hidden world was last exposed to sunlight is challenging, but
researchers estimate it has been at least 14 million years. Jamieson speculated that it
might have been more than 34 million years ago when Antarctica first froze over.

e The study also raised concerns about the impact of global warming on this newfound
landscape. The researchers warned that rising temperatures could pose a threat,
potentially leading to the exposure of this ancient terrain. They noted that Earth could
experience atmospheric conditions similar to those 14 to 34 million years ago, when
temperatures were three to seven degrees Celsius warmer (roughly seven to 13 degrees
Fahrenheit) than they are today.

e Jamieson clarified that the landscape is situated hundreds of kilometers inland from the
ice's edge, meaning any possible exposure would be a distant event. Encouragingly, the
researchers pointed out that during past warming events, such as the Pliocene period
(three to 4.5 million years ago), retreating ice did not expose this hidden landscape.
However, the exact tipping point for a "runaway reaction” of melting remains uncertain.

e This groundbreaking study was released shortly after scientists warned about the
accelerating melting of the nearby West Antarctic Ice Sheet, highlighting the urgency of
addressing climate change to preserve these ancient, hidden wonders beneath the ice.

NATURAL HISTORY SERIES

Life on Earth: Epic Evolution

"Life on Our Planet,” the groundbreaking natural history series co-created by Netflix and Steven
Spielberg, takes viewers on an extraordinary journey through Earth's history in a gripping, binge-
worthy format. Premiering globally, the eight episodes delve into the planet's five previous mass
extinction events, each meticulously recreated using cutting-edge computer-generated visual
effects.

e Narrated by the iconic Morgan Freeman, the series vividly illustrates life's resilience over
four billion years, showcasing its ability to endure catastrophic events ranging from
brutal ice ages to devastating meteorites. In a "Game of Thrones"-esque struggle for
dominance, species that survive these calamities engage in epic battles for supremacy in
the next era. This unique approach, blending drama and natural history, captivates
audiences in a way that's unprecedented in the genre.

e Showrunner Dan Tapster expressed the team's intention to serialize the dramatic story of
life, making it an enthralling binge-watch experience. The series introduces viewers to
remarkable underdog species that triumph against all odds, shaping the course of
evolution for millions of years. These unlikely heroes, like the peculiar Arandaspis fish,
add emotional depth and relatability to the narrative, creating a profound connection with
the audience.

e Executive producer Spielberg's influence from Amblin Television infused the series with
heightened emotion and pathos, setting it apart from traditional natural history programs.
The show meticulously selects key species, such as the first fish with a backbone or the
pioneering vertebrate that ventured from ocean to land, from the vast pool of extinct
creatures. Despite the challenge of narrowing down choices from billions of extinct




species, the series highlights the crucial role played by these unsung heroes in the
evolution of life on Earth.

e Visual effects play a pivotal role in bringing ancient creatures to life. Utilizing Industrial
Light & Magic, the company founded by "Star Wars" creator George Lucas, the series
seamlessly blends computer-generated monsters, from dinosaurs to sea-dwelling giants
like Cameroceras, with real backgrounds. This meticulous process involves scouring the
globe for contemporary landscapes resembling ancient habitats and removing modern
intrusions such as fish, mammals, and even grass, which only proliferated 30 million
years ago.

e Competing with other nature documentaries like David Attenborough's "Planet Earth 111"
and Apple TV+'s "Prehistoric Planet,” "Life on Our Planet" distinguishes itself through
its timely message. While the series showcases life's ability to endure, it also serves as a
sobering reminder of the ongoing sixth mass extinction event caused by human activities.
Despite the grim reality, there is a glimmer of hope within the narrative, emphasizing
humanity's unique position to halt this crisis.

¢ In the face of the looming extinction event, the series concludes with a powerful
message: humans have the ability and responsibility to change the course of history.
Through compelling storytelling and breathtaking visual effects, "Life on Our Planet™ not
only educates and entertains but also inspires viewers to consider their impact on Earth
and take meaningful action to preserve the planet for future generations.
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