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Madam Rides the Bus

THEME

Madam Rides the Bus explores themes of independence and self-discovery. Valli’s journey on
the bus symbolizes her desire for freedom and maturity. As she ventures beyond her familiar
surroundings, she learns about the world and gains confidence, illustrating the importance of
embracing new experiences and asserting one’s identity in the process.

Answer the following questions.

1. What was Valli’s deepest desire?
2. How did Valli arrange for the bus fare?
3. Describe Valli’s first experience on the bus. How did she feel during the journey, and

what did she observe from the window?
4. How does Valli’s journey on the bus symbolize her transition from childhood innocence

to a more mature understanding of life?
5. What lesson did Valli learn from her bus journey?

The Sermon at Benares

THEME

The Sermon at Benares delves into suffering, enlightenment, and human experience. Through
the Buddha’s teachings, it addresses the nature of suffering and offers the Four Noble Truths as
a path to liberation. Kisa Gotami’s transformation highlights the power of acceptance and
compassion, illustrating that enlightenment comes from understanding oneself and fostering
empathy toward others.

Answer the following questions.

1. How does the Buddha’s concept of suffering, as explained in his sermon at Benares,
differ from traditional views on pain and hardship in human life?

2. Explain the significance of Kisa Gotami’s story in the context of the Buddha’s teachings
on death and impermanence. How does her transformation reflect the core principles of
Buddhism?

3. In what way does the Buddha’s discourse on the ‘Cycle of Birth and Death’ challenge the
materialistic and emotional attachments that people often have?



4. Who was Kisa Gotami, and why did she approach the Buddha?
5. What lesson did the Buddha teach Kisa Gotami about life and death?

Bholi

THEME

Bholi centers on self-respect, empowerment, and the transformative power of education. Bholi
overcomes societal prejudice through her learning journey, illustrating the strength found in
knowledge. By rejecting Bishamber’s marriage proposal, she asserts her right to choose her
own destiny, symbolizing personal courage and the importance of education in overcoming
discrimination and achieving self-worth.

Answer the following questions.

1. How did Bholi’s physical appearance and early experiences impact her self-esteem?
2. What changes did Bholi undergo after she started attending school?
3. What was the significance of Bholi’s refusal to marry Bishamber? How did this reflect her

personal growth?
4. Discuss the role of education in Bholi’s transformation and empowerment.
5. What lesson does Bholi teach about social attitudes towards women and the power of

education?

The Book that Saved the Earth

THEME

The Book That Saved the Earth emphasizes communication and the power of literature. The
play humourously depicts Martians misinterpreting a book, leading to a misunderstanding that
threatens Earth. It illustrates how knowledge and effective communication can bridge cultural
gaps, underscoring that understanding different perspectives fosters peace and highlights
literature’s role in shaping perceptions.

Answer the following questions.

1. Why was the twentieth century called the ‘Era of the Book’ in the story?
2. How did the Martians misunderstand the book Mother Goose, and what impact did it

have on their plans?
3. Analyze the role of humour and irony in their plan to invade the Earth. How does it

contribute to the overall message of the play?



4. How does the play highlight the importance of communication and understanding
between different civilizations?

5. What was the turning point in the play that led the Martians to abandon their plan to
invade Earth?

Fog ( poem)

THEME

The poem Fog uses imagery to depict the fog as a natural, almost mystical presence. It
explores themes of transition, change, and the beauty of nature. By personifying the fog, the
poet reflects on its gentle yet powerful influence on urban life, capturing the mood of ambiguity
and the subtle ways nature interacts with human environments.

POETIC DEVICES

● Metaphor: The fog is metaphorically compared to a cat, with the line “The fog comes on
little cat feet,” likening the silent and stealthy arrival of fog to the movement of a cat.

● Personification: The fog is personified as it “sits looking over harbor and city,” giving the
fog human-like qualities of watching and observing.

● Imagery: The poem creates strong imagery of the fog’s silent, slow, and delicate
approach, painting a picture of a peaceful yet mysterious atmosphere.

● Alliteration: The repetition of the “f” sound in “fog” and “feet” adds a soft, flowing quality
to the poem, echoing the quiet movement of the fog.

● Enjambment: The poem uses enjambment, where lines flow into each other without a
break, reflecting the continuous and smooth movement of the fog.

Answer the following questions.

1. What imagery does the poet use to describe the fog, and how does it contribute to the
overall mood of the poem?

2. How does the poet personify the fog in the poem, and what effect does this have on the
reader’s understanding?

3. What is the significance of the line “It sits looking over harbor and city”? How does it
reflect the fog’s presence in urban life?

4. Discuss the structure of the poem. How does the use of short, simple lines affect its
rhythm and flow?

5. What themes are conveyed in the poem “Fog,” and how do they relate to the natural
world?

The Tale of Custard the Dragon ( poem)

THEME



The Tale of Custard the Dragon explores themes of courage and true identity. The poem
contrasts the apparent bravery of the other animals with Custard’s perceived cowardice.
Ultimately, Custard surprises everyone by saving the day, illustrating that true bravery often
comes from unexpected places and challenging the notion that appearances define one’s
character.

POETIC DEVICES

● Rhyme Scheme: The poem follows a regular AABB rhyme scheme, giving it a rhythmic
and song-like quality. For example, “Belinda lived in a little white house, / With a little
black kitten and a little gray mouse.

● Alliteration: The repetition of consonant sounds, such as in “Belinda was as brave as a
barrel full of bears,” creates a musical and rhythmic effect.

● Simile: Several similes are used to compare characters to other things. For instance,
“sharp as mustard” compares the sharpness of the dragon’s bravery to mustard, and
“brave as a tiger in a rage” compares Belinda’s courage to that of a fierce tiger.

● Personification: The animals—Ink the cat, Blink the mouse, and Mustard the dog—are
personified, behaving like humans with feelings and actions, adding to the whimsy of the
poem.

● Repetition: The phrase “custard the dragon” is repeated throughout the poem to
emphasize Custard’s presence and create a sing-song effect.

● Irony: The poem is built on situational irony. Although Custard is described as a coward,
he ends up being the bravest character, saving everyone from the pirate.

Answer the following questions.

1. What characteristics of Custard the Dragon contrast with those of the other animals in
the poem?

2. How does the poem depict the theme of bravery and cowardice? Provide examples from
the text.

3. What event triggers Custard to finally show his bravery, and how does this change the
perception of the other animals?

4. Discuss the use of humour in the poem. How does it enhance the storytelling and
engage the reader?

5. What message does the poem convey about appearances and true courage?

The Trees ( poem)

The Trees reflects on nature’s resilience and growth. The poet uses trees as a symbol of life’s
cycles, highlighting their strength and connection to humanity. The theme emphasizes the



importance of preserving nature and recognizing its beauty. The poem underscores how nature
reflects human experiences, advocating for a deeper appreciation of the environment.

POETIC DEVICES

● Personification: The trees are personified throughout the poem, as they “move out” and
“strain” to break free from the glasshouse. This gives the trees human-like qualities of
wanting freedom and movement.

● Metaphor: The trees can be seen as a metaphor for women or nature itself, striving for
liberation from confinement and control. They symbolize the desire to break free from
limitations.

● Imagery: Rich uses vivid imagery to describe the trees’ struggle to escape, as well as the
quiet room filled with the scent of leaves, bringing the scene to life in the reader’s mind.

● Enjambment: The poem uses enjambment, where sentences run over from one line to
the next without punctuation. This reflects the ongoing, unstoppable movement of the
trees as they try to escape their confinement.

● Repetition: The phrase “the trees are moving” is repeated to emphasize the theme of
freedom and the unstoppable force of nature.

Answer the following questions.

1. How does the poet use imagery to convey the significance of trees in the poem?
2. Discuss the theme of change as presented in the poem. How do the trees reflect this

theme?
3. What role do the trees play in representing the cycle of life and nature?
4. Analyze how the poet’s tone contributes to the overall meaning of the poem.
5. What message does the poem convey about humanity’s relationship with nature?


