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ARTICLE: SHARE THIS WITH ALL THE SCHOOLS,
PLEASE

~ GLENNON DOYLE

Here's how one
schoolteacher takes fime
each week fo identify and
look out for the lonely kids.

This article originally appeared in a blog by Glennon Doyle in 2014.
An excerpt from the article goes like this,
And then she told me this.

Every Friday afternoon Chase’s teacher asks her students to take out a piece of
paper and write down the names of four children with whom they’d like to sit the
following week. The children know that these requests may or may not be honoured.
She also asks the students to nominate one student whom they believe has been an
exceptional classroom citizen that week. All ballots are privately submitted to her.

And every single Friday afternoon, after the students go home, Chase’s teacher
takes out those slips of paper, places them in front of her and studies them. She
looks for patterns.

Who is not getting requested by anyone else?

Who doesn’t even know who to request?

Who never gets noticed enough to be nominated?

Who had a million friends last week and none this week?

You see, Chase’s teacher is not looking for a new seating chart or “exceptional
citizens.” Chase’s teacher is looking for lonely children. She’s looking for children
who are struggling to connect with other children. She’s identifying the little ones who
are falling through the cracks of the class’s social life. She is discovering whose gifts
are going unnoticed by their peers. And she’s pinning down- right away- who’s being
bullied and who is doing the bullying.



As Chase’s teacher explained this simple, ingenious idea — | stared at her with my
mouth hanging open. “How long have you been using this system?” | said.

Ever since Columbine, she said. Every single Friday afternoon since Columbine.
Good Lord.

And what this mathematician has learned while using this system is something she
really already knew: that everything — even love, even belonging — has a pattern to it.
And she finds those patterns through those lists — she breaks the codes of
disconnection. And then she gets lonely kids the help they need.

What a way to spend a life: looking for patterns of love and loneliness. Stepping in,
every single day- and altering the trajectory of our world.

TEACH ON, WARRIORS. You are the first responders, the front line, the
disconnection detectives, and the best and ONLY hope we’ve got for a better world.
What you do in those classrooms when no one is watching- it's our best hope.

Teachers- you’ve got a million parents behind you whispering together: “We only
care that you teach our children to be Brave and Kind.”



